The Loft Violin Shop

What to look for when ordering Cellos and Basses for the school setting.
1. Laminated instruments: They will hold up better, last longer and respond less to changes in temperature and humidity.



Good examples include Shen SC/SB 80; Kohr K40/K61; Glaessel/Scherl & Roth
2. Quality components: In cellos demand ebony fingerboards, endpins and pegs. The tailpiece should either be a Wittner ® brand (not a wittner imitation) or a quality ebony tailpiece with 4 Wittner ® brand fine tuners (again, not imitations – there is a HUGE difference). A good string choice is Prelude ®  or Helicore ®.



In Basses also demand ebony fingerboard, endpin and tailpiece. Quality machines are 


important. Ask for bridge adjusters in the bridge. A good string choice is Prelude ®  or 


Helicore ®.


The bow should (of course) be horsehair and specify your cello hair be pre-rosined. If 

you want a little better that a Glasser ® fiberglass bow, ask for a Glasser® carbon fiber. 

Expect to add about $100 - $125 to your quote.

3. Set up: This is critical to the proper performance of the instrument. You should demand the 
set – up is performed at the shop, not at the factory. This gives you flexibility to tweak and 
get the best performing instrument possible.

4. Service and warranty repairs: You should specify that the store providing the instruments has on-site repair staff (preferably qualified luthiers) to fix any issues that may arise in the initial year of service.
